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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[Your congregation] observes the 500th anniversary of the Reformation

[Brief description of upcoming event]
[Insert city and state abbreviation] [(Insert Date)] – [Insert your congregation’s name here, city and state] will observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation [insert what and when].

As a church that believes the good news of Jesus Christ provides the freedom and the courage to boldly participate in what God is up to in the world, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) members from across the country will observe the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation in October 2017. [Insert name of congregation here] honors the Reformation anniversary as one of more than 9,300 ELCA congregations honoring this first milestone anniversary in an ecumenical area. 
[Describe your event, including details of what your congregation is doing and why the project was chosen as part of your Reformation anniversary programs.]

[Insert a quote or two from your pastor or members describing why the 500th anniversary is important and the many ways your congregation serves its neighbors and community as Lutherans in the world.]
More information about the ELCA is available at ELCA.org and the 500th anniversary of the Reformation at ELCA500.org.
- - -

About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the church of "God's work. Our hands," the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world. The ELCA's roots are in the writings of the German church reformer Martin Luther.

About the 500th anniversary of the Reformation

Martin Luther posted his “Ninety-Five Theses” in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, and the resulting debate about Christian teaching and practice led to changes that have shaped the course of Western Christianity for almost 500 years. The Reformation offers to Christian communities everywhere a liberating way of listening to and speaking the Scriptures. It teaches that Christ’s life flows through faith into a life of service to the neighbor and offers the promise of God’s love that makes possible a life of “living, daring confidence in God’s grace.”

ELCA congregations, members, synods and affiliated institutions are observing the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in a variety of events and activities. Many of the local activities reflect the magnitude of work being done on a national and international scale. In all activities, the ELCA seeks to find in this historic milestone an occasion to give a confident and joyful witness of the life and freedom in Jesus Christ that is for all.

For information contact:
[Insert name]
[Insert phone number and/or email where media can reach you]
[Insert your congregation’s website]

